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TH E particular attention your Lordfhip and the Society were 
pleafed to fhew to the paper I had the honor to lay before 
you the 29th Nov. 1755, containing an account of fome 
' particulars relative to Domes-day book, hath encouraged me to pro- 
lecute my inquiries, and I flatter myfelf that what I have nov^r further 
to oflFer on that fubjecft will not be dilpleafing to the Society. 

The learned Dean of Exeter, to whom this Society is under great 
obligations for his repeated antiquarian communications, in the paper 
he laid before the Society, the 22d Jan. 1756, concerning the 
Exeter MS. fays. The common opinion is, that Danegelt was a tax 
of one jhilling upon every hide of land in England, waft-land, as he 
fuppofed, excepted. In my former paper, p. 20. I tranfcribed a 
paflage from Mr. Arthur Agard, which implied, that Danegeld was, 
in its original inftitution, a tax of fix fhillings on every hide of land. 
As I fhall be always diffident of any opinion I may be thought to 
;have adopted, that fhall appear in the leaft degree different from that 
of a perfon much more converfant with things of this fort than 
rt5rfelf, I thought it not improper to bring this matter to a clofer exa- 
mination. The refult of this inquiry I have now the honor to lay 
before the Society, from which, I apprehend, it will appear that Mr, 
Gale, the learned Dean, and m)rfelf, were under a miftake as to 
this matter ; and that Danegeld was originally neither one Shilling, 

B nor 



2 ASHORTACCOUNT 

nor/x Shillings, but a tax of two Shillings per Hide. The infc- 
parable connedion there is betrifeen the Domefday furvey and Dane- 
geld, will induce your Lordfhip and this learned Body to excufe the 
trouble I give you of thia fecond paper ; they will be of opinion the 
fubjeft at leaft is worthy their confideration. 

. I. 

I. Da NEC ELD, or, as it IS called by the Saxons, J!3cpeTcIt>, 
heregildum, i. e. " tributum militare feu navale," began to be coUefted 
in the reign of king Ethelred about the year 991, as fome writers 
fuppofe, ob pacandos Danos patriam infeftantes, or, according to 
others, about the year 10 12 or 10 13, for the hiring Danifli or other 
fhips, foldiers, and mariners, to oppofe the incurfions of our foreign 
invaders. It was originally an annual tax of two (hillings on evefy 
hide of arable land in the kingdom ; and was in its nature a land- 
tax^ and is the firft ftated tax of that kind mentioned in our hiftori'ans. 
It was called Danegeld,. as being originally agreed to be paid to the 
Danes, and, like many other things, continued to retain the name long 
after it became appropriated to ufes intirely different. Mr. Tate in^. a 
lift, inferted by Mr. Camden, in his Britannia, p» 226. and by Sir 
Henry Spelman, in his GloiTary, p. 292. makes the number of hides 
of land in England amount to 243,600, confequently the grofs pro- 
duce of this tax at two /hillings per hide, would at that rate amount 
to 24,3601. a very great fum to be annually raifed at that period. 
Edwaid the ConfeiTor fufpended the payment of this tax during 
part of his time. In the reign of Will. I. it was in one inftance 
increafed Xo Jix Jloilliiigs^ and in that of W. Rufus Xo four Jlnllings for 
each hide. In the reign of Henry I. it was three JJnllitigs^ and in 
the reign of king Stephen two Jhillings per hide. It continued to 
be colledted as low as 2 1 Hen. IL and probably later. 

2. There were two kinds of payments made in the reign of 
Ethelred to the Danes ; the one tributary to purchafe peace, and put 
a ftop to their depredations; thefe could not be annual, being in their 
nature ex re nata, accidental and occafional, and were raifed not by 
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any ftated tax, but in the beft maaner the neceflity and urgency of 
affairs would permit. — The other wtrtjltpendiary^ ox fubfidiary 
payments, made annually, in confequence of treaties, whereby the 
Danes contradted to furnifh the Englifh with a fleet of fhips of war, 
fometimes more, fometimes lefs, for the defence of the Englifli 
coafts, for which the Englifh agreed to pay them a ftated annual 
fiibfidy. For the raifing this, the tax called Danegelt, which was an 
juinual land-ta^, was firft introduced. 

3 . Some of our earlieft hiftorians, for want of diftinguifhing thefe 
two different kinds of payment, place the original of the tax in 
queflion as early as the year 991, when the tributary payment to 
the Danes commenced ; other writers have been of opinion this tax 
was originally coUedied not to furnifh money to the DaneSy but to 
defray die expence of guarding our coaft againft their inva/ions. 

Sir Henry Spelman defcribes Danegeld to be, " Tributum Angli3 
" indicStum, alias ob pacandos Danos, ali^s ob arcendos!' And a little 
lower, " Tributum annuun:> 48,000 librarum, ab omni populo era- 
« dendum, Danegeldum proprie nuncupatum." GloiTary, p. 161. 

The author of the Dialogus de Scaccario hath the following 
chapter written exprefHy on the fubjedt of jthis tax. 

" XI. Quid Danegildum, et quare sic dictum. Infula noftra 
*^ fuis contenta bonis peregrinis non eget. Hanc igitur merito dixero^ 
" priores, Divitiifquejinumy deliciifque larem. Propter haec innumeras 
" ab exteris injurias pafTa eft ; quia fcriptum eft ; Furem preciofa ftgnata 
^ follicitant. Cireumjacentium enim infularum praedones, irruptione 
«* fadla, maritima depopulantes, aurum, argentum, et quaeque pretiofa 
" toUebant, Verum cum rex et indigenae bellicis apparatibus inftrudti in 
" fuae gentis defenfionem inftarent, illi fugas aggrediebanturaequoreas, 
^^ Inter hos itaque pene praecipua et femper pronior ad nocendum 
" erat bellicofa ilia et populofa gens Dacorum; qui praeter com- 
" munem raptorum avaritiam acrius inftabant^ quia aliquid de antiquo 
<«jure in ejufdem regni domdnationc yeijcjicabant, ficut Britonum. 
*^ plenius narrat hiftoria." 
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" Ad hos igitur arcendos a regibus Anglicis ftatutum eft, ut dc 
*^ fingulis hidis regni, jure quodam perpetuo, duo folidi argenti fol- 
" verentur in ufus virorum fortium, qui, perluftrantes et jugiter 
" excubantes maritima, impetum hoftium reprimerent. Quia igitur 
** principalitcr pro Danis inftitutus eft hie reditus, Danegildum vel 
" Danegildus dicitur. Hie igitur annui lege, ficut didtum eft, fub 
" indigenis regibus folvebatur, ufque ad tempora regis Willelmi 
" primi de gente et genere Normannorum. Ipfo namque regnante^ 
tam Daci quam caeteri terrae marifquc praedones hoftiles co- 
hibebant incurfus, fcientes verum eflc quod fcriptum eft, Cunr 
^^fortis armatus cujlodit atrium fuum^ in pace Junt ea quae pojfidet. 
" Noverant autem etiam quod acerrimae virtutis homines impunitas 
" non ferunt injurias. Quum ergo diu folviflct terra fub ejufdem* 
** regis imperio, noluit hoc ut annuum folvi, quod fuerat urgente 
** neceffitate bellicae tempeftatis exadtum, nee tamen omnino propter 
" inopinatos cafus dimitti. Raro igitur temporibus illius, vel fuc- 
ceflbrum ipfius, fbiutus eft : hoc eft, cum ab exteris gentibus bella 
vel opiniones bellcMum infurgebant. Veruni, quocunque tempore 
•* folvatur, ab ipfo libcri funt qui aflident ad Scaccarium. Vicecomites 
«* quoque ab hoc quieti funt de dominiis fuis, propter laboriolam 
" ejufdem cenfus coUedam." 

Mr. Selden in his Mare Claufam, lib. ii. hath given us a chapter 
exprefs on the fubjed: of Danegeld, from which I have tranfcribed 
fuch parts as contain his opinion concerning it. 

" Tributum, feu ftipendium Danegeldum diftum, ad rem navalem 
et territorio marino tuendo quotannis pendebatur. — Originem 
habuit tributum hoc fub Ethelredo rege. Scilicet is a Swano 
Danorum rege miferas tandem redadtus in anguftias, pace ab eo 
" empta, etiam ex foedere conduxit puppes Danorum 45, quae 
" regnum fuum in mari excubando tutarentur, ftipendia, quae ex 
" tributo hoc conflarentur, in commeatus annuatim accepturae. Quod 
•* ut rite inteliigatur, advertendum eft ex Hiftoria Anglo-faxonica^ 
" tributum feu cenfum Danis perfolvi fub id tempus folitum non 
" unius fuifle generis* Aliud erat tributum feu pecuniae vis, qua 
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"-pacem interdum Anglo-faxoties ab illis infulam graviter infeftantibus 
<« redimebant : aliud vero, quod claffi Danicae, ad tutandum mare 
«< orafque defendendas maritimas condudlae, ut ftipendium praefta- 
" batur. - ■»■■ Nequc quotannis pendi folebat hoc genus primum, fed 

« pro re nata fubinde praeftitum eft. Quod vero fecundi generis 

«« erat claffi Danicae, ut didxim eft, condudtae folvendum, id an- 
«* nuum fuit. Nee certa pecuniae quantitate finiebatur, fed quanta 

" clafliariorum vidtui ct veftitui fufficeret. Utrumque autem 

" praeftationis, quam diximus, genus, Dane^elb, Danegeldum feu 

" Danageldum, id eft, tributum Danicum, dicebatur Secundum 

" vero, quod pro claffiariorum commcatu folutum eft, itidem eadem 
" voce indigitabatur, turn quia ex foedere Danico natum^ turn quia^ 
" Danicae claffi marino territorio tuendo condudae pendi folitum. 
** Unde et idem retinuit nomen tam iub ipfis regibus Danicis, veluti 
** Canuto, Haroldo I. Hardecannto, quam fub Anglo-faxonibus feu 

" Anglicanis. Apud Matthaeos Weftmonafterienfem et Parifien- 

" fem annua ftipendii hujus Danid penfio triginta ofto millibus 
" librarum aeftimatur. Quod fane teraere nimis ab eis fcriptum eft^ 
•< Nee melius illi, quibus triginta millibus librarum taxatur ilia 
penfio, velut Chronici M elrocenfis autori. Nam qualicunque cenfus 
ratione, pro temporum varietate, tributum ipfiinx regi penderetur^ 
certiffimum videtur ftipendia claffi Danicae praeberi folita adeo 
" incerta fuiffe, ut nunc ampliora multo, nunc anguftiora, pro 
" navium et claffi^orum numero tutelae marinae idoneo (quod nee 
" aliter evenire potuiflc credendum eft) praeftarentur." Selden* 
Opera, vol. iv^p. 13 17. to 1322. 

4. In order tadetermine which of the abovementioned opinions ought 
to be adopted, it will be neceflary to compare the different accounts our 
hiftorians have given of this matter with each other. For this purpofc 
I have tranfcribed fuch of them as appeared to me to be material^ 
in the author's own words, and as near as could be in a regular order 
of time : by this means the Society will have the whole before them^ 
in one view. 
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• 

H. Hunt. Hift. lib. v. p. 205. a. " Edelredi regis anno decimo 
" tcrtio (A. D. 991.) primum ftatuerunt Angli, conciiio infauilo Siricii 
" archiepifcopi, quod ipfi cenfum Danis perfolverent, quatenus a 
" rapinis et caede ceflarent, et dederunt eis decern mille libras^ 
*' Hoc autem malum ufque in hodiernum diem [tempore regis 
" Stephani] duravit, et diu, nifi Dei pietas fubveniat, durabit. Regibus 
** namque noftris modo perfolvimus ex confuetudine, quod Danis 
** perfolvebatur ex inefFabili terrore." 

Florent. Wigorn. p. 609. A^ 991. " Quo infuper anno Sirici 
^ Dorobernenfis archiepifcopi, et ducum Aethelwardi et Alfrici 
*^ confilio Danis tributum, quod erat 10 millium libramm, primitus 
•< ditum eft, ut a crebris rapinis cremationibus et hominum occifi- 
•* onibus, quas circa ripas maris frequenter agebant, defifterent, 
*« pacemque fiimam cum eis tcnerent.'' ■-■■ Simeon Dunelmenlis, 
p. 196. Matth. Weftm.p. 169. And Roger Hoveden, p. 245. b. fay 
the fame, in almoft the fame words. 

Chronicon. Saxon, p. 126. " Anno 991. hoc anno decretum eft 
** primum jam ut folveretur tributum Danicis viris propter n^agnos 
" horrores quos incuflerunt incolis maritimis. inprimis nempe x millia 
^^ librarum. lUud concilium conftituit Siricus archiepifcopus." 

Chronicon Johannis Brompton, abbatis Jornalenfis {a). " Anno 
" Ethclrcdi regis xiii. — Angli infaufto conciiio Sirici Cantuari- 
*' enfis Archiepifcopi, ut Daci a rapinis et caedibus ceflarent, cenfum 
♦* pravum eis folvere ftatuerant. Qmbus x millibus librarum /r/;^(? 
pro tributo datis, hoc malum ufque in hodiernum diem in Anglia, 
et diuy niji Dei pietas fubveniat^ durabit. Nam regibus noftris 
'* modo {b) confuetudine folvimus quod Danis tunc ex terrore ineffabili 
" folvebatur. Secundo vero folvebatur eis tributum 1 6 millium libra- 

{a) Decern Scriptorcs, p. 879. 

{b) From hence it appea/s, this part, at le^aft, of ;this chronicle was wrote while 
Dancg'ld was a fubfifting tax, and therefore much earlier than the reign of Ed- 
ward III. as low as which Mr. Selden, in his preface to the Decem Scriptores, hath 
ihjcwn a part of it which anfwers to the year loCc) was wrote ; others fuppofc the 
anttpr wrote ^bout the year x 198. Vide Tanner de Scriptoribus Angl. 
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" runl) ftrtio 24 millium librarum; quarto 30 millium libraruni^ 
f^ miinto 40 millium librarum, donee tandem pecunia deficiente iterum 
^< tenderent ad rapinas." 

Ran. Higden, in his Polychronicon (c), mentions a third payment 
of 20y06o 1. omitted by Bromptoil, and both thefe authors ftate thele 
payments, which, according to Higden, amount to 140,000 1. as being 
paid the fame year. 

Ra. de KhighfOn de Eventibus Angliae (^•), agrees with Higden 
as to the number and quantity of the payments, and adds they were 
made annually; but with relpedt to the time when- the five lad 
payments were made, thefe writers are all miftaken. 

ICnyghtons words are; ** Interea, Dunftano mortuo,Danrvenerunt 
*« in Angliam quafi in quolibet portu Angliae ; unde nefciebatur qua 
^^ parte illis occurrerent ; unde confilio Sirici archiepifcopi fuccefforis 
" Dunftani tributum annmim fblvunt. Primo anno x. mil. libr- 
« Secundo anno xvi mil. Tertio anno xx mil. Quarto anno xxiv 
" mil. Quinto anno xxx mil. tandem xl mil. donee pecunia de- 
" ficiebat in Anglia. Et time redierunt iterum ad rapinas." 

It appears by the Saxon chronicle, and other hiftorians, that 

the firft tribute of 10,000 1. was paid A°. 991. The fecond of 

1 6,000 1. A°. 993, or 994. The fourth of 24,0001. A^ looi. 

The fifth of 30,000 1. A5. 1007: 

5. The Danes renewing their ravages, Ethelred determined to levy a 
large fleet and array to oppofe them'. This he did by an occafional 
land-tax, then introduced for the firft time ; ' every three hundred and 
ten hides of land being taxed with providing a fhip, and every eight 
hidds with finding a foldier, armed with a head-piece and breaft- 
plate. But thefe preparations, like all the former of this weak and 
unfortunate prince, proving unfuccefsful, he was reduced A°.. lOLr. 
to' fue for peaces and accordingly by a treaty concluded A°. 10 12. 
between him and the Danes, in confideration of 800a L as the Saxon 

« 

(f) Gale's Scriptorcs Angl. vol. iii. p. 270.^ 
{d) Decern Scriptores, voLii. p. 231 S» 
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Chronicle, and Henry of Huntingdon, fay, or rather, as moft other 
authors mention, of 48,000 1. paid them by the Englifh, the Danes 
agreed to put an end to the war, and to fumifli Ethelred with forty 
five (hips of war, for the future protedtion of his kingdom from foreign 
invafions, which were to be paid and maintained by the Englifh. 

Anno miliefimo feptimo, rex Anglorum Egelredus, primatum 
fuorum conlilio nuncios ad Danos legans, iis mandavit, qu6d 
** fumptus et tributum eo tenore illis dare vellet, ut a rapinis defifte- 
•** rent, et pacem cum eo firmam tenerent ; cujus poftuiationi con- 
" fenferunt, et ex eo tempore. Aq tota Anglia fumptus illis dabatur, et 
** tributum, quod erat 36,000 librarum, illis perlblvebatur." HovCi^ 
den, p. 246. b. 

Saxon Chronicle, p. 142. A^. 10 12. " Quum primum tributum 
-« eflet perfolutum, et pax juramentis firmata, difperfus eft late exer*- 
** citus. Tum fubditae funt regi de claflc [Dacorum] xlv naves, 
" quae ei poUicitae funt fe hanc terram defenfuros, modo is illis viStum 
" et vejlitum fubminifiraretr 

Hen. Huntingdonienfis (f), A*^. 1012. <« Tunc vero rex nimis fero 
*** pacem fecit cum Dacorum exercitu, dans eis 8000 librarum. ■ 
" Subdiderunt autem fe regi 45 puppes Danorum, promittentes quod 
«* Angliam tuerentur, rex vero invenirct eis vidlum et veftitum." 

Hoveden (/), Anno 10 12. " Perfidus dux Edricus Streona et 
omnes Angliae primates ante Pafcha Lundoniae congregati funt, 
et ibi tam diu morati funt quoufque tributum Danis promiflum, 
" quod erat 48 mille librarum, perfolveretur. — Poft haec tributo 
" foluto, pace juramentis firmata, Danica claflis, ut prius erat con- 
" gregata, longe lateque difpergitur 5 fed cum rege quadraginta 
quinque naves remanfcre eique fidelitatem juravere^ et adverfus ex- 
teros Angliam fe defenfuros, eo tenore promifcfunt, ut eis vidum 
-** regimenque praeberet." 

6. What the expence of maintaining this fleet amounted to is not 
mentioned by any of thefe writers. The Saxon Chronicle,^ A*". 1040- 

{e) P. 207. a. 

^f) Hoveden, p. 247. b. 248. a. 

p. J 56. 
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p. 156. takes notice that 11,0481. was paid that year for 32 fhips. 
At that rate the cxpence of 45 fhips would amount to about 1 5,500 1. 
For want therefore of more exacft information, we may reafonably 
fuppofe that a fum of upwards of 1 5,000 1. was by this treaty become ' 
a ftated charge on the kingdom, neceffary to be annually provided 
for. 

Ingulfus, Brompton, the Chronicon of Peterborough, and othejr 
^thors affirm, the payment of Danegeld, as a ftated tax, began in 
the year 1012 or i o 1 3 ; probably in the treaty between Ethelred 
and the Danes, in imitation of what had been done by Ethelred A*". 
1008, it was ftipulated that the expence of thefe fhips fhould be 
raifed by an annual tax on land. 

In 10 13, Ethelred retired to Normandy, and whether in theory? 
inftance this tax was colledled by his authority, or by that of -his 
fucceflbr Swane, who was this year acknowledged by all the people, 
tanquam verum regem, is uncertain ; Henry Huntindonienfis, p. 207, 
A^.IOI3. " Swanus rexDacorum venit ■ ct ab omni populo ha- 
" bebatur pro rege, juffitque dart per Angliam vi(3xun et cenfura 
<* cxercitui fuo." ^ 

Hoveden, p. 248. a. A**. 10 13. " Menfe Julio rex iDanorum 

" Swanus cum valida clafle ad Sandicum portum eft appulfus < . 

" qui ad fuam claflem reverfus, ab onmi populo Anglorum rex 
" appellabatur et habebatur. Quod cumr vidifTet rex Ethelredus ■■ ■ 
" Normanniam devehitur, et a Ricardo comite honoriiice fufcipitur. 
« Interea Swanus tyrannus, fuae claflae fumptus affluenter parari et 
" tributum fere importabile^M/r^^^^^/V." 

7. A^ 1 014. Swane died, and the Danifh fleet eledted Canutus king 
in his room ; the Englifh thereupon recalled Ethelred, who died in 
10 1 6. and was fucceeded by Edmund, who, after feveral victories 
over the Danes, was the fame year totally defeated by them, with 
the lofs of moft of the Englifh nobility, and reduced to agree to pay 
tribute to the Danes ; fbon after which he died j and upon his death 
A**. 10 17. Canutus the Dane, became king of England, and the 
next year the Danifh army, after receiving a tribute . of 72,000 1. or 

C as 
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as Henry of Huntingdon (ays, 82,000 1. from the kingdom in general, 
beiides 10,000 1. or as others fay, 10,500 1. from the city of London^ 
returned to Denmark, leaving forty of their (hips in Englifli pay. 

Canutus died in 1036, and was fucceeded by Harold, who died 
in 1039. During thefe two reigns, which comprehend a j^iace of 
above twenty two years, a fleet of Danifh (hips of war were con- 
ftantly kept in Englifli pay ; eight marks being the hire or wages 
annually given to each rower, and twelve marks to each captain y 
mafter. — In 1039, upon the death of Harold, Hardacnute fuc- 
ceeded him, who kept tfiis year fixty two Danifli fliips in Englifli 
pay, at the before mentioned rate. 

A**. 1040. There was paid 21,099 1. for tribute, and afterwards 
1 1,048 1. for the pay of thirty two fliips 5 this is the lafl: payment 
made to the Danes. The proofs of what is here advanced are fet 
forth in the next fedlion. 

8. Florent. Wigorn. p. 619. A^ 1018. " Hoc anno de tota Anglia 
" 72 millia etde Lundonia 10,500 librariim exercitu Danorum funt 
" pcrfoluta, ct cum rege Canuto 40 naves remanfere, ceterae vero 
" Denemerciam funt revedtae -, Angli et Dani apud Oxenefordam de 
** lege regis Eadgari tenenda Concordes funt efFe(fli. 

Saxon Chronicon, p. 151. A**. 10 18. "Hoc anno fblutum fiiit 
" iftud trrbutum per totam Angliam gentem, nempe lxxii, millia 
" librarum ; praeter id quod cives Lundenenfes perfolveruht, nempe 

" IX. millia librarum. Deinde Danici exercitus pars reveria efl: 

** ad Denmearciam, xl autem naves remanfere cum rege Canuto^ 
" Dani etiam et Angli Concordes fadti funt apud Oxnafordam. 

Matth. Wcftm. p. 207. " Anno gratiae 1022. Angli et Dani in 
♦* coUoquio apud Oxoniam celebrato, de legibus regis Edivardi primi 
" tenendis Concordes efFe<fti funt ; unde eifdem legibus, jubente rege 

Cnutone, ab Anglica lingua in Latinam tranflatis, tam in Dania 

(juam in Anglia propter earum aequitatem a rege praefato obfervari 

jubentur.** 

Henry 
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Henry Huntington, p. 208. b. " Cnut rex Anglorum fecit per 
" Angliam mirabilem cenfum reddi, fcilicet lxxxii mille lib. praeter 
<* undecies mille lib. quas Lundonienfes reddiderunt." 

Saxon Chron. A^ 1309. p. 156. " Hoc anno deceffit Haroldus rex 
" — ejufque diebus ibluta funt tributa xvi navibus, unicuique 
** ncmpe remigi viil marcae, prout fadtum eft Canuti regis aetate — 
" Hoc ipfo item anno venit Hardecanutus ad Sandwicum, vii diebus 
** ante mediam acftatem, et ftatim liifceptus eft turn ab Anglis turn 
^' Danis : verum ob id poftea proceres ejus multa mala funt pafti* 
" Tum decretum eft ut folverentur lxii navium fingulis rcmigibus 
" VIII marcae." 

Flor. Wigom. p. 623. ** 0£to marcas unicuique fuae claffis remigi, 
*^ et duodecim unicuique gubernatori de tot a Anglia praecepit rex 
" [Hardecanutus] dependi, tributum videlicet tarn grave, ut vix aliquis 
** id poflet perfolvere." 

Saxon Chronicon, A°. 1040. p. 156. " Hoc anno fuit tributum 
" militare [ ftejicjeote ] folutum, nempe xxi millia librarum et 
" xcix librae, et poftea Iblutae flierunt xxxii navibus, xi millia 
" librarum et xlviii librae. 

. Mr. Sdden, Mare Claufum, p. 13 17. fays this laft fum of 1 1,048 1. 
was paid for building 32 fhips, " fcilicet 32 navibus conftruendis, quod 
" fcribit Huntingdonienfis," which is amiftake ; Henry of Hunting- 
don's words are : " Anno fecundo Hardecnut redditus eft cenfus 
•* exercitui Dacorum, fcilicet 21,000 lib. et 89 lib. et poftea funt 
" redditae 32 puppibus 1 1,000 lib. et 48 lib." p. 209. a. 

9. A"*. 1042. Hardicnute died, and was fucceeded by Edward the 
Confeflbr, who put a ftop to all future payments from the Englifti to 
the Danes, as well tributary as flipendiary. He continued neverthe- 
lefs to colled: Danegeld from the fubjedt until the year 1051, when, 
as Ingulphus and other authors fay, he abfolutely repealed it. The 
laft time he colIe<fted it, was, ad navigium faciendum, as appears from 
a writ of Will. I. which diredts the boundaries and jurifdidlions of 
the biftiop of Worcefter and the abbot of Eveftiam, to be " ficut 
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crant die qua novijjitne tempore regis Edwardi geldum acceptum 
fuit adnavigium faciendum." Heming Cartular. vol. i. p. 78. 

** Rex Edwardus Anglos a gravi tributo, quod Danegeid dicebatur, 
** trigefimo odlavo anno ex quo pater fuus Ethelredus primus id 
" Danicis fbldariis folvi mandarat, integre abfoivit {g). 

" Anno Domini 105 1, Rex Edwardus Anglos a gravi tribute 
<^ folvit, quod cis pater fuus propter Danorum foldarios impofuerat {h). 

*« Anno Domini 105 1, cum terra non daret folita fertilitate 
** frudtus fuos, fed fame plurimos habitatores devoraret, - in tantum 
" ut bladorum cariftia et panis inopia multa hominum millia 
" morerentur: mifericordia motus fuper pauperes, piifTimus rex 
" Edwardus tributum graviflimum, quod Danigeld dicebatur, omni 
" Angliae in perpetuum reiaxavit (/)." The inducement for this 
is curious and diverting. " Ferunt quidam regem fandiflimum, 
" cum diiftum Danigeld cubicularii fui colledlum in regis cameram . 
" intuliflent, et ad videndum tanti thefauri cumulum ipfum addux- 
** iflent, ad primum aipedtum exhorruifle, proteftantem fe daemo- 
" nem fuper acervum pecuniae faltantem, et nimio gaudio exultan- 
" tem profpexifle. Unde priftinis pofleflbribus juflit ftatim reddere, 
" et de tarn fera exadlione ne iota unum voluit retinere, quin in 
perpetuum remifit, anno fcilicet xxxviii, ex quo> tempore regis 
Ethelredi patris fui, Swanus Rex Danorum fuo exercitui illud folvi • 
*^ fingulis annis imperavit." 

Ailredus Abbas Rievaliis, in his hiftory of the life and miracles of 
Edward the Confeflbr, makes no mention of this pretended appari- 
tion, but gives the following account of the abolifhing the tax in 
queftion {k). " Tributum illud graviflimum quod tempore patris fui 
" primo clafli Danicae pendebatur, poft modum v^ro Ftfco regio 
<< znnis Jingulis inferebatur, regia liberalitate remifit, et ab onere hoc 
« importabile in perpetuam Angliam abfoivit/' 

(g) Chronicon Petri Burgi, p. 42. 
(h) Chronicon Johannis JBrompton. p. 943. 
(/) Ingulph. Script. Angl, vol. i. p. 65. 
(Jt) Decern Scri;tores, vol. i. p. 383. 
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Rad. deDiceto Abbreviationes Chronicoram, p. 457. A**. 105 f. 
** Rex Edwardus abfolvit Anglos a gravi ved:igali tricefiino 6<3:avo 
" anno ex quo pater fuus rex Egelredus primitus id Danicis folidariis "^ 
" folvi mandavit*' Hoveden, p. 253. a. fays the fame. 

Chronicon Johannis Brompton. p. 943. " Anno Domini 105 iv 
«* Rex Edwardus Anglos a gravi tributo folvit, quod eis pater fuus 
*^ propter Danorum foldarios impofuerat". 

Florent. Wigorn. p. 626. " A^. 1051. Rex Edwardus abfolvit 
«' Anglos a gravi vedMgali 38 anno ex quo pater fuus r^x Ethelredus 
•^ primitus id Danicis foldariis folvi mandarat." 

. Ranulph. Higden. PolycEronicon, p. 278. A^. 1050. " Edwardus 
*' rex abfolvit Anglos a gravi tributo, quod pater fuus Egelredus 
" Danicis folidariis folvi fecerat, et jam per xl annos duraverat/' 
Henr. de Knyghton, p. 233. ufes the fame words. 

Matthew of Weftminfter, the Chronica of Mailros, and a few 
other hiftorians, fay, thefubfidyor tribute, paid to the Danes for their ' ^ 
fhips, was a ftated fum of 30,000 1. or 38,000 1. a year ; but this is a 
miftake, probably not of the writers, buf owing to the inaccuracy of 
the copyift or tranfcribers. 

Chronica de Mailros (/),. " Anno 1051. Rex Edwardus abfolvit 
" Anglos a gravi vedligali, id eft, xxx librarum et viii anno ex 
"'quo pater fuus rex Egelredus primitus Danicis id foldariis folvi 
^ mandaverat" 

Matth. Weftm. p. 219. " Anno Gratiae 1051. Rex Edwardus a 
" veftigali graviflimo Anglos abfolvit, quod patre vivente, Danicis 
*^ ftipendiariis triginta od:o millium librarum folvi confuevit." 

An ancient MS. chronicle in my cuftody, which formerly be- 
longed to the priory of Hickling in Norfolk. " Anno 1 05 1 . Edwardus 
" rex abfolvit Anglos a gravi tributo, id eft xxxviii librarum xxxviii^. 
" anno ex quo pater fuus rex Ethelredus primitus Danicis id foldarii»i 
^ folvi majidarat." , 

(/) Scriptorea Angl. vol. i. p. 157. 

Hovcdeni 
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Hovcdcn, p. 246. b. fays it was 36,000!. a year. 

An annual tax of near four (hillings on each hide of land would 
have been neceflary to pay 38,000 1. a year to the Danes, and there 
is no mention in hiflory until long after this period of any tax of that 
fort. 

10. Thefe pa3mients to the Danes could not avoid being extremely 
oppreflive and grievous to the people j they were rendered more fo 
by the manner in which they were colle<5ted. If a perfon did not 
pay the fum aflcfled within three days after the time appointed for 
paying it, the owner was liable to be turned out of his eftate, and 
whoever would pay the tax for him put into the pofleflion of it. 
This proved the fource of great fraud and oppreffion, as will appear 
from the following extradts from the Liber Wigornienfis/ 

Heming. Cartular. vol. i. p. 248. " — — Sicuti fa<3:um eft tem- 
" poribus Ethelredi, regis Anglorum, vaftante et depopulante banc 
" patriam pagano rege Danorum, Swein nomine, cum maximum 
" et fere iniportabile tributum tota Anglia reddere cogeretur. Ob 
" hujus itaque tam gravis tributi exadtionem, omnia fere ornamenta 
" hujus ecclefiae diftradla funt, tabulae altaris, argento et auro paratae, 
" fpoliatae funt, textus exornati, calices confradti, cruces conflatae, ad 
** ultimum etiam terrae et villulae pecuniis diftradtae funt. Simili 
" modo etiam adtum eft regnante Cnut, filio fuo, et adhuc graviora 
** vedtigalia fuperaddita funt temporibus regni filii Cnut,cujus nomen 
" erat Hardecnut, qui etiam totam iftam provinciam hoftile exercitu 
" ferro et igne depopulavit." 

Heming. Cartular. vol. i. p. 277. " Tempore quo Cnut rex 

" Danorum, hac patria devidta, vedtigal importabile toti Anglorum 

" regno impofuerat, ablatae funt diverfae villulae in Uuareuuicfcire a 

*« monafterii pofleffione, vi et fraude malignorum Danorum, quorum 

" pptentia eo tempore terror erat indigenis hujus patriae. Conftituerunt 

^* enim, ut, fiquid vedligalis ad iii*". conftituti diei deefiet, quifquis 

" prius pecuniam pro ea foheretj ejus poffe/Jioni fubjaceret. Hac calli- 

" ditate inveijta, quifquis aliquam terram de monafterio concupierat, 

" pecunia data vicecomiti, vedligali refugato etiam fatis tempeftivo, 

" quod male concupierat, pro libitu injufte rapiebat." 

II. The 
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1 1. The 1 2th, or in fbme editions the nth, of the laws commonly 
afcribed to the ConfeiSbr, which in another place I have proved to 
be of a more modern date {m), gives this account of Danegeld. 

" De Danegeldo, Danegeldi redditio propter pyratas primltus 
" ftatuta eft, Patriam enim infeftant?s vaftationi ejus pro poffe fuo in- 
" fiftebant. Ad eorum quidem infolentiam reprimendam ftatutum eft> 
Danegeldum annuatim reddi, icilicet 12 denarios ex unaquaque hida 
totius patriae, ad conducendos eos qui piratarum irruptioni refiftendo 
" obviarent. De hoc quoque Danegeldo hbera et quieta erat omnis 
" ecclefia, et etiam omnis terra, quae in propria dominio ' ecclefiae 
" erat, ubicunque jacebat, nihil prorfus in tali redditione perfolvens, 
" quia magis in ecclefiae confidebant orationibus quam in armorum 
" defenfiqnibus. Et hanc libertatem tenuit Angiorum ecclefia ufque 
** ad tempora Willielmi regis j unions, qui de baronibus totius Angliae 
" auxilium petiit ad Normanniam retinendam de fratre fuo Roberto, 
" Normannorum comite, Jerufalem proficifcente. ConcefTum eft ei, 
** non lege ftatutum neque firmatum, fed habuit neceflitatis caufE 
" ex unaquaque hida 4 folidos, ecclefia non excepta ; quorum dum 
" fieretcolle<aio,proclamabatfan6l:a ecclefia, libertatem fuam repofcens, 

*« fed nihil profecit («)" 

The paflage before cited of Ingulphus, who was a cotemporary 
author, and in whofe copy of the Confeflbr s laws, as confirmed by 
the Conqueror, this law is not inferted, furnifties an additional 
argument, if any arguments are wanting, againft the authority 
and genuinenefs of the law relating to Danegeld. If Edward 
the Confeflbr had for ever abolifhed Danegeld, it could not have 
been certified to W' the Conqueror, as a tax fubfifting by virtue of a 
law of that king. The truth is, that this law, attributed to the 
Confeflfor, was, as I have obferved on another occafion, an inter- 
polation made as late as the time of Hen. II. and is therefore of no 
authority with regard to the prefent inquiry. 



{m) Qucftion concerning the Jews,p. 32, 33. 
(») Leges Edwardi. Wilkins, p* igS. 
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12. It is probable Will. I. coUedlcd Dancgeld in the fecond year 
of his reign. Simeon of Durham, Knyghton, Brompton, and many 
other of our hiflorians agree, that, upon his return from Normandy, 
in the year 1067, he levied an infupportable tax upon the people, 
" Importabile tributum Anglis indixit." How often he colledted 
Danegeld after this period does not appear, except that A^. 1084, or 
. 1086, he encreafed it to fix /hillings per hide, which was three times 
more than it appears to have ever been aflefled at before. 

" Anno regis Willielmi xviii (A*. 1084) idem Rex de qualibet 

" hida terrae in Anglia fex folidos habuit et accepit." Chron. 

Joh. de Brompton. p. 2351. Hen. de Knyghton, p. 2352. 

Matthew Paris fays it was coUedted A**. 1083, after the furvey was 
made: ■■ " Deinde [that is after the making the furvey] de uno- 
" quoque aratro, id eft, hyda terrae, totius regni fex foUdos cepit 
"^ argenti." Edit. Watts, p. 9. 

Matthew of Wcftminfter, p. 229. fays the fame, and treats it as 
a larger tax than ufual. — " Deinde fenior fadlus avarior, et de 
** rege tyrannus, de unoquoque aratro, id eft, hyda terrae, totius 
" regni fex folidos extorfif truculenter." 

The Saxon Chronicle places the coUefting this tax in the fame 
year 1083. p. 185. " Hoc etiam ipfb anno [1083.] poft Natales, 
" rex permifit exigi magnum tributum ac grave per totam Anglorum, 
" tcrram, id eft, pro unaquaque hida duos et feptuaginta denarios." 

In the Inquifitio Geldi for the five Weftern counties in the Exe- 
ter MS. Danegeld, is throughout computed at fix ftiillings per hyde, 
and wherever it differs, it is only in fmall fradtions, owing to the mif- 
takes of the writer or copier, which, by the manner in which they at 
that time expreflfed their fums and quantities, they were very liable to. 

In Wiltftiire, in the hundred of Mere (Exeter MS. p. 288.) the 
Danegeld for 51 hydes is 15 1. 6 s. 51 x 6 = 306 ftiillings. 

In Somerfetftiire, p. 237. b. in the manor of Torlberg, three 
hides paid the king 18 s. for this tax^ 6x3 = 18. 

I In 



cc 
cc 



O F D A N EG E L D. 17 

In Devonflurq, p. 31 1 . a. in Hertiland hundred feven hides paid 
2 L 2 s. and in Toritone 24 hides are rated at 7 1. 4 s. 

In Dorfetfhire, p. 297. a. in Henoltune hundred 14^ hides paid 
4 1. 7 s. 1 4 fx 6=87 fliillings. 

In Cornwall, p, 304. a. in Winnentone hundred fix hides paid 
1 1. 16 s. and in Fanurconc hundred, 304. b. i if hides paid 3 I. 9 s. 
11^x6 = 69 {hillings. 

13. In the following Imperfcdt and unintelligible law of Hen. I. 
Danegeld is flippofed to be in his reign 1 2 d. per hide. 

XV. De Danegeldo. Danegildum, quod aliquando ringe 
manus dabatur. i. xll. denar. de unaque hida per annum : fi ad 
terminos non reddatur Wyta emendetur." Unlefs you will fuppofe 
a mlftake in the copy, and that it fhould be ii. JcII. denar. twice 
12 d. a mediod of expreffion not infrequent in ancient MSS. Thus 
in the Exeter MS. quaterxx=8o. 

The reading as it ftands in the text is unfupported by any other 
authority I have been able to meet with, and is contradifted by what 
pafled in the ninth year of the reign of Hen. I. (A**. 1114.) who, on 
marrying his daughter Maud to the emperor, coUedted Danegeld 
throughout the kingdom at the rate of three /hillings per hide 
" Rex itaque cepit ab-unaquaque hida Angliac tres folidos." Hen. 
Hunting, p. 379. 

A MS. chronicle in Trinity College, Cantab, cited by Mr. Madox, 
Hiftory of the Exchequer, p. 475. fays. A*'. 1 1 14. "A eel tens fu 
" done Danegeld par mi Engleterre." 

Hen. L in his thirtieth year, " in redemptionem peccatorum fuorum," 
fn^omifed, " ut feptem annis Danicum tributum relaxaret." Rad 
Higden, lib. vii. c. .17. 

King Stephen, at his coronation, (A^tI35.) fidthfuUy promifed. 
among other things, " quod Danegeldum, id eft, duos folidos ad 
" hidam^ guos Antecejfores fui fingulis annis accipiebant, in aeternum 
** condonaret." Roger of Wendover, Henry of Huntingdon, and 

D the 
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the other authors, who mention this, fay he did not keep his pro- 
nndfe. In this they are fupported by the Revenue Rolls of his reign. 

Mr. Madox (Hiftory of the Exchequer, p. 475.) fays, that, " in 
" the great roll of the fifth year of king Stephen, Danegeld is 
*^ accompted for in every county, as if it was a fettled yearly revenue; 
" that is, in the like words of form, which were then wont to be 
" ufed in accompting for the fettled yearly revenue. Thus the 
" Danegeld for the firft year (viz. the immediate year accompted 
*^ for) was called barely Danegeld, or novum Danegeldum ; the 
" Danegeld for the next preceding year, praeteritum Danegeldum ; 
" the Danegeld for the third preceding year, vetus Danegeldum^ etc. 

Mr. Selden in his Mare Claufum, lib. ii. cap. xv. takes notice that 
it appeared by the Exchequer Rolls, that Danegeld had been paid in 
the reign of Hen. II. and Mr. Madox, by extradls from thofe rolls, 
hath fince proved it was accompted for in the great rolls of the 
2. 3. 4. 5. 7. 20. and 21. Hen. II. I fhall tranfcribe the two laft of 
thofe extracts. 

" Ofbertus de Brai, r c de xl marcis de mifericordia quia prohibuit 
" Danegeldum dari de dominiis. In thefauro liberayit et quietus eft/* 
Mag. Rot. 20. Hen. II. Rot. 9. a. Berckfcira. 

Et Heliae oftiario i marcam ad portandas fummonitiones de 
Danegeldo per Angliam per breve regis.'* Mag. Rot. 2 1 . Hen. II. 
Rot. 3. a Londonia et Middlefexa. Hift. Excheq. p. 479. n. /. i. 

Ralph Higden in his Polychronicon, p. 202. de legibus legumque 
vocabulis, gives this definition of Danegeld, " Danegeld, id eft, Tail* 
'< lagium datum Danis, id eft, iii^ de qualibet bovata terrae." 

Now as eight bovates were equal to a camcate, and as a carucate 
was generally underftood to be the fame as a hide, it follows that 
Danegeld was two fhillings, or 24 pence = 8 x 3 per hide. 

The foregoing authorities I apprehend clearly make out what I 
undertook to prove, that Danegeld was originally and in its inftitution 
a tax oi two Jhillings on every hide. 

Danegeld> 
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V Danegeld, Hercgeld, Hidegcld, Hidage, Carucagc, were different 

names for the fame tax anciently raifed upon land ; in its original it 
was called Danegeld, Heregeld ; afterwards Hidegeld and Hidage ; 
and lafl of all Carucage and Carnage. 

Caruca, Carucata, Aratrum, and Hyda, were at that time confidered 
as fynonjrmous, and to exprefs the fame quantity of land. 

A**. 1200. Rex Johannes mutuavit regi Franciae xxx millia 
marcarum, pro quibus colledtum efl Caruagium in Anglia, fcil. iii s. 
" pro quolibet Aratror Reg. prioratus de Dunftaple, p. 47. 

".A^ 1 22 1. Rex Henricus cepit de qualibet carucatu terrae, duos 
" folid." Chron. MS. prioratus de Hickling. 

Sir H. Spelman, in his Gloflary, p. 127. defines Carucage to be 
** Tributi genus, quod fingulis Aratris communi regni conjilio imponitur." 

MS. RofFen. fol. 138. A^ 1224. 8 Hen. III. " Hoc anno Domini 
'^ regi {^o magnis laboribus fuis et expenfis tam a praelatis quam a laicis 
" conccffum efl per totani Angliam Carucagium^ de qualibet fcil. 
" Caruca duo fblidi." 

Mr. Madox, in his hiftory of the Exchequer, p. 502. 503. hadi 
tranfcribed feveral entries from the accompts in the revenue rolls of 
perfons, who, in the 10, 14, and 19 Hen. III. accounted for the ar- 
rears oi Carucage ; he is of. opinion it was a tax of fb much for each 
came of land, holden by bafe or inferior tenure only^ in which poflibly 
he is miflaken j he admits he found venr little about it in the revenue 

rolls. itfr ^•^.^^^^A^i^f^rric^W tC&jU€0^rm^ m^O^.U-'I^e^,^ Jit If '^ 

By Terra, in Domefday book, and other records relative to 
this matter, is always underflood arable land^ in contradifHndion 
to pafhire, meadow, wood, etc. whicli, although defcribed in the 
furvey, their contents arc not therein exprefTed in hides, but in acres, * 
leucae, quadragenarii, etc. which were not charged with this tax, or 
confidered as part of the geldable or arable land. 

D 2 Thufi 
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Thus in the Exeter MS. produced by the Dean of Exeter to 
the Society, after mentioning the number of hides of arable land, 
and the amount of Danegeld paid for it, the Survey defcribes the 
reft of the lands after this manner : 

" iiii quadragenar* nemoris in longitudine^ ct ii quadragenar* ih^ 
" latitudinc — xl agros prati et ii quadragenarias pafcuae." 

Cities and towns which had no arable lands, paid Danegeld in 
proportion to a certain number of hides. Thus Exeter p^id quantum 
V hidae terrae : Salifbury gelded for fifty hides, etc 

HI. 

Danegeld was not, as has been imagined, a partial tax on a part 
only of the arable lands of the kingdom, but was univerfal and ex- 
tended over the whole. 

Mr. Roger Gale> a late learned member, and great ornament of 
this Society, in the appendix to his Regiftrunv honoris de. Richmond, 
is of opinion that the Domefday fufvey, and conicquently the account 
of the perfons paying Danegpld, . was confined to the lands offucb as 
held immediately of the kingy and of the church. — — How he has made 
out a propofition, which he admits to be Contrary to the uniform 
voice of almofl: every ancient writer, may probably be the fubjed: of a 
future inquiry. 

" Obfervabimus primo quod clare conftet,. reclamante licet gregc 
" monachorum noffarorum, vel ex ip&^ Libra Cenfuali, omnes terras 
" Angliae in eo nequaquam fuifle dcfcriptas. •— Infinita pene vil- 
" larum antiquarum nomina in ea omifia. — — Quidni igitur ex eo 
'^ hoc fadum fit, quod^/r tenentes de rege^ et de ecclefia (quae etiam 
de rege tenebat) ep in Cenfu defcriberentur, terrae autem quae 
Anglis remanforunt, iis fcilicet qui nonfuerunt in confilio et auxilio 
contra Willielmum regem^ neutiquam ad Examen revocatae fint ? ** 

Mr. Gale concludes with faying " Contra opinionem perfecula 

^^fiabilitam imus, fed veritati litamur, librum ipfum et equos judices 
« appellamus." Append. Regift. Honoris de Richmond, p. 227. 
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The inftances in the Conqueror's furvey, which mention, that in 
fome few eftates the number of hides were not known, and that they 
never paid this tax, were probably owing to thofe lands not having 
been turned up into tillage until after the time of king Ethelred. 
But, in general, the number of hides belonging to the crown, the 
king and queen, and their tenants, were enumerated as well as thofe 
of the fubjedt. The Dialogus de Scaccario, c. viii. p. 23. fays, 
** Cognita fumma, quae de comitatu requiritur, ab his qui in comitatu 
" fundos habent, per hydas diftribuitur." 

The demefne lands, which belonged to the king and queen, and ' 
thofe in the hands of their immediate tenants and fermors, although 
afleifed, did not pay this tax. The reafon of which is obvious : it 
would be paying widi one hand what they were to receive with the 
other. 

The eftates of itiany other perfons were originally, or In a courfe 
of years, exempted fi'om paying it Tht demefne lands of church^ 
men and religious houfes were excufed fi-om it in confequence< 
either of the eleemofinary grants by which they held their lands 
from the crown, which were ufually granted ——* "libera ab 
•^ omnibus fecukribus fervitiis et fifcali tributo, exceptis expeditione, 
" arcis pontifve extrudtione." or " adeo libera in omnibus ficut 

" rex habuit in fua propria manu ■ ^or " adeo libera in onmibus 
" ficut mea propria Dominica terra ■ or " quieta de Geldis, 
" Danegeldis et Hydagiis" ■ or the like {0); or they might be 
intitled to this exemption by virtue of Ibme general grant antecedent 
to the commencement of this tax, fuch as the grant made A**. 694, 
by Withredus Rex Cantiae, and renewed afterwards in a great 
council by Ethielbalus Rex Mcrciorum, in the following words, *m 
<< Igitur ex hac die et deinceps concedimus et donamus, etc. ecclefiis 
" regni noftri liberas efle perpetua libertate ab' onmibus fecularibus ^ 
" fervitiis, ab omni debito vel pulfione regalium tributorum, ut pbffihf 
" pro nobis Deo omnipotenti hoftias dignas ofFerre, noftraque peccata 
" abluere immaculatis muneribus (/)." 



{0) Dugd. Monafticon. vol. i. p. 44. 196, etc* 
ip) Tborne Cbron. X. Scnptores, p. 22o8» 
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It appears by the law relating to Danegeld, interpolated among 
thofe of Edward the Confeflbr, about the reign of Hen. II. that the 
Clergy then claimed their being exempt from this tax as an original 
right. This exemption only extended to their demefne landsy their 
other eftates being charged with it. 

Sir H. Spelman, in his Codex Legum Veterum, p. 304. hath 
inferted the following writ for exempting the bifhop of Worcefter 
from Danegeld. 

" Breve Regis Hen. I. de non faciendo Epifcopum Wigorn. 
** geldare. 

<* Henricus Rex Anglorum Waltero de Bello Campo et colledloribus 
« Werecefthefcire, Salutem. Precipio vobis ne amodo faciatis 
" Epifcopum Wigorniae geldare, etc. Telle. Ep. Sarum apud 
« Winton." 

This writ is imperfeftly fet forth by Sir H. Spelman ; it is copied at 
large in Heming. Cartular. vol. i. p. 298. " Henricus rex Anglie 
"Waltero de Bello Campo et coll. Wireceftrefire falutem. Precipio 
" vobis ne amodo facietis epifcopum Wigornie Geldare de terra fua 
<« de Wireceftrefira nifi pro ccc et quater xx et vii hidis et dimidia, 
" T. epifcopo Sar. apud Wintoniam." 

. The demefne lands of the great lords and barons, and others, 
who held by military fervice, were in like manner exempted from 
the paying Danegeld. iC 

The reafon of this exemption feems to be, that it was unreafon- 
d>le that thofe, whofe perfons were by tenure imployed to ferve in 
the wars, fliould be doubly charged by paying for their lands to the 
feme fervice. 

Hen. I. in his Magna Charta, c. 2. which, as to this point, was 
only a renewal of what appears to have been the law and praftice in 
the time of Will. I. confirms this opinion. ** Militibus qui per • 
« loricas terras fuas deferviunt, terras Dominicarum Carucarum fua- 
" rum quietas ab omnibus geldis et ab omni opere proprio dono 
<' meo concedo, ut, ficut benignitas mea propenfior eft in eis, ita 
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<< mihi fideles fint; ut ficut tam magni gravamifie allevati funt, ita 
*« equis et armis fc bene inftruant 5 ut apti et parati lint ad fervicium 
<* meum, et ad defenfionem regni mei (y)." 

In fome inftances lands were exempted from paying this tax by 
the king s particular order. " Habet abbas de Eovefham v hidas 
" apud Haurtun Geldentes et x funt quiete de geldo per brevem 
5* regis." Heming. Cartular. p. 3 1 5. 

The barons of the Exchequer, fheriiFs of counties, and theafleflbrs 
and coUedtors of the tax, were alfo exempted from paying Danegeld 
for their demefne lands, or at leaft for a part thereof. 

A few extracts from the Exeter MS. will further explain what is 
advanced in this fecflion. 

" Dorfeta. In hundredo Etheminftre funt xlvii hide et tantum 
" terrae habet ibi Sarifberienfis Ep"'s quantum poflint arare vi car- 
*' rucae. Inde habent barones in Dnfo vi hid. et i virgam et vi car. 
" Inde h't Ep^s vi Car. et Rogerus Arundellus iii hid. et i virg. et 
•* Briftuinus Prepofitus iii hidas. Et de xl hidis i virg. minus, habet 
** Rex xii libras, xviii denarios, et 1 obol. (r) minus. Et de dimidia hida 
" q tenet Urfo de Arnulfo de Hefdine nunquam huit Rex. W. 
" Gildum. Et de dimidia hida q tenet Dedeiiianus de Comite de 
" Moritonio non huit Rex Gildum hoc anno. Sed xii folide prae- 
** fcriptorum q'* deberent efTe redditi ad primum terminum non funt 
** redditi ufque ad poftremum. Exeter MS. p. 294. a. 

" In Somerfetfcira. In hundreto Cumgrefbic funt xix hide. 
" Inde habet Rex de gildo liio xiii folidos et vi denarios pro ii hidis 
«* et i virga. Et Rex et barones fui habent in fuo dominicatu v 
** hidas et i virgam. De his habet Rex iii hidas et dimidiam in 
" dominio. Et Ordricus iii virgas et Ordulfus dimidiam hide. Et 
" Alunardus dimidia hida et pro xi hidis, quas tenent villani Regis 
" de Cumgre{bie, non habet Rex gildum. Et pro dimidia hida^ 
" quam tenent villani de ecclefia Cumgreflbienfi, non habet Rex 
" gildum. Lxbc folid. reftant de hoc hundredo ad perfolvendumL*" 
p. 4* <^* 

(^),Wilklns, p. 234. 

(r) The words et i obol fhould be rcjcftcd; 

In 
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In the Inquifitio Geldi for Devenefcira. " Et pro i hida q 
*' clamant Fegadri fe debere habere per confuctudineni non habuit 

" Rex gildum fuum. In hundreto dc Tantonc Et pro i hida 

" q" tenent et clamant Hundremanni per fuam confuetudinem non 
" habuit Rex gildum fuum." Exeter MS. 315. a. There arc the 
like cuftomary allowances of one hide to the Fegadri in moft of the 
hundreds. 

By means of thefe feveral exemptions the produce of this tax was 
in the time of the Conqueror greatly diminiflied. 

In Sonierfetfhire out of 1 1 3 hides of land in Witeftane hundred, 
' ^^ P- ^ • ^* Danegeld was anfwercd to the crown Yor no more than 50 
^^^/ hides. ■ Out of 104 hides in Camefham hundred, p. i. b. for 

i«WfiSRibnly 50 hides. In Devonfliire out of 25 hides in the hundred 

4^ sof Plintone, p. 316. a. it was paid only for 9 hides i virgate. ■ 
^^^In Dorfetfliire out of 34r hides in Pimpire hundred, p. 299. a. it 

^^ was anfwered only for 13 hides. In Wiltfhire out of 52 hides 

/ ^^p-Stapla hundred, p. 276. a. it was paid only for 14 hides and half 
^^jt virgate. And in Cornwall out of 44 hides in Pantone hundred, 
^iSanegeld was anlwered for only 8 hides, p. 305. a. 

^ The re6lifying this abufe, and the additional hidage that might 



^ reafbnably be expefted from the improvements and increafc of arable 
^ M lands fubfequent to the year 10 13, were probably further reafons 
^ with William the Conqueror for makmg his furvey. 

IV. 

Sir Henry Spelman, in hisGloflary, p. 177. etji9i. and in other 
places, iays, " Mifit autem rex Guliclmus, ut authori mihi funt Annales 
€« Waverlienfes MS. A*". 1083. regni 16. ^///j-z^ juftitiarios fuos per 
** unamquamque Scyram, id eft, provinciam, Angliae, et inquirere fecit 
** per jugurandum quot hidae, id eft, jugera uni aratro fufficientia 
•* per annum effent in unaquaque villa, etc." 

In the Annals of Waverley, as publifhed by Dr. Gale, in the 
Scriptores Angl. vol. ii. p. 133. the number of the jufticcs or com- 
miftioners is not inferted* It is probable however the commiftioners 
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or juftices^ that fuperintended this fervice in each county, was not 
lefs than the number mentioned by Sir Heniy Spelman. 

The Liber Wigomienfis hath preferved the names of four of the 
peribns, who a€ted as commiilloners on this occafion in the county of 
Worcefter, and fome other counties ; they were ftyled Barones Regis, 
and ibmetimes Principes Regis. 

Hemingi Cartular- vol. i. p. 288. In treating of the hundred called 
Qfwaldeis Lau, belonging to the bifhop of Worcefter, its cuftoms 
and privileges adds, that the truth of the account there given, 
Teftimonium totius comitatus Wireceaftre, dato facramento juris 

jurandi, firmavit tempore regis Willielmi fenioris, coram 

principibus ejufdem regis^ Remigio fcilicet Lincolnienii epifcopo, et 
** comite Waltero GifFardo, et Henrico de Fereris, et Adam fratre 
Eudonis dapiferi regis, qui ad inquirendas et defcribendas poflefliones 
et confuetudines tam regis quam principum fuorun^, in hac pro- 
vincia et in pluribus aliis, ab ipfo rege deftinati funt, eo tempore 
" quo Angliam idem rex defcribi fecit." 

In the £une book, p. y^. An agreement made between the bi/hop 
of Worcefter, and the abbot of Evefliam, is attefted by " Remigio 
epifcopo et Henrico dc Fereris, et Waltero GifFardo, et Adam, regis 
principibus, qui venerant ad inquirendas terras comitatus. 
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V. 

The jury, from whofe inquifitions Domefday-book was formed, 
were impanelled and fwom for each hundred feparately. The 
extradling and clafling the fubftance of their returns under the 
general heads of Terra Regis, and of this or that religious houfe, or 
great lord, or landholder, was a fiibfequent work, colledled out of 
die Returns after they were tranfinitted. 

Sir H. Spelman was of opinion that thefe Inquifitions, or, as he 
calls them, Comitatuum enarrationes, were all loft (rj. I have 
neverthelefs the fatisfadion to inform the Society, that this i^ not 

(r) Codex legum Vetenun, p. 29 a. 

E Hq'. 
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fo : and that, in fearching for the Liber Elienfis^ I have had the 
good fortune to difcover in the Cotton Library, a MS. copy of 
the Inquifition of the jury, containing their furvey for moft of the 
hundreds in Cambridgefhire. This MS. i^ written on vellum in 
double columns, and on both fides of the page. It is bound up 
with the Liber Elienfis, mentioned by Mr. Selden, in his preface 
to Eadmerus, and begins at p. 76. a. and ends at p. 113. b. It is 
written in a very fair but ancient character, not coeval with the 
Survey, but of about the time of Hen. 11. It was given by Mr* 
Arthur Agard to Sir Robert Cotton, and is marked, Tiberius A. 
vi. 4. Your Lordjfliip and the Society will be of opinion this is a 
difcovery of importance, and what had efcaped the obfervadon of 
Sir H. Spelman, Mr. Selden, and our other Antiquarians. 

A part of this valuable morfel of antiquity is already tranfcribed» 
and, in a few weeks, I hope to be able to communicate the whole 
of it to the Society. 

In the mean time, your Lordfhip will not be diipleafed with the 
following fpecimen, being a copy of this inquifition, fb far as it 
relates to the manor of Wimple, the eflate of an illuflrious mem* 
ber of this Society, the prefent Lord High Chancellor of Great 
Britain. 

" In hundreto de Werleia — — Winepola pro quatuor hidis fe 
** dcfendit tempore regis Edwardi et nxxio. Et de his quatuor hidis 
** tenet comes Alanus duas hidas et dimidiam et dimidiam virgam» 
" Tribus 6 efl ibi terra. Una 6 et due hide in donunio, et dimidia d 
** potefl fieri ) una 6 et dimidia villanis. Duo villani, unus bordarius de 
<< quindecim acris, fex cotarii pratum dimid. Car , duo fervi, centum 
" oves. Inter totum valet feptem libras, et quum recepit fex libras, 
*« tempore Regis Edwardi, o6to libras. Hanc terram tenuit Ediva 
*^ pulchra. Et de his quatuor hidis tenet Humfridus Danflevilla 
^^ de Eudone Dapifer unam hidam et unam virgam et dimidiam, 
" duabus carucis ibi efl terra. Ambae carucae in dominio. Unus 
'* villanus, unus fervus pratum unius Car, filva ad fepes reficiendas, 
*^ centum gves, fex porci, duo runcini, quatuor afini 5 inter totum valet 

" centum 
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^« centum folidos, et quum reccpit centum folidos, tempore regis 
<< Edwardi^ centum et decern iblidos. Hanc terram tenuit Cbmes 
" Gurd." Cotton MS. Tiberius A. vi. 4. p. 109. b. col. 2. 

This pa£&ge from the Cotton MS. eftablifhes a fa&, in which And* 
quarians have not been agreed, i. e. how many virges made a hide; 
fince, if two hides and a half and half a virge, and one hide and a 
virge and a half were equal to four hides, as it appears by this 
inquifition they were, it follows, that two virges made half a hide, 
and confequently that four virges were, at the time of the Conqueror's 
furvey, equal to a hide of arable land (i). 

The new lights this and the Exeter MS. will throw upon Domef- 
day-book, and upon each other, and the great ule they will be 
of in afcertaining the precife and exadt quantity of many of the 
ancient meafures of land, hitherto efteemcd incapable of being re- 
duced to any degree of certainty, I (hall referve for a future paper I 
intend to have the honor to fubmit to the SocieQr« 

Great Qucen-fh-cett 
2 March, 1756. 

(s) The like condufion may be drawn from the Extradb^ p. 23. from ihe 
£xeter MS« 
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SECT. 3. p. ^5. Holingfhed, in his Qironicle, vol. i. p. 239. 
A^ 991. fpcaking of the firft tribute of 10,000 1. paid to the 
Danes, fays, " This money was called Danegylt, or Dane money, 
" and was levyed of the people. Although odiers take that to bee 
*• Danegylte, whiche was gjruen unto fuche Danes as king Egelred 
" afterwardes reteyned in his feruice to defende the lande from other 
'* Danes and enimyes that fought to inuade his dominions.'' 

Dr. Brady, in his Treatife of Boroughs, appendix, page 8. de- 
fcribes Danegeld to be *< a tax^ or money paid, and impofedy and 
** levied for defence of the natim againft the Danes^ or rather an 
" annual tribute paid to them, that they might abjlain from rapine^ 
" burningy zxAJlaugbter'' See alio his hiftory of England, fol. 123. 

Mr. Echard, in his hiftory of England, book i. c. iv. p. 99. A^. 
10 1 2. fays, << It appears from the Saxon laws^ that befides the pay- 
•* ment of 48,000!. it was tins year refblved that a yearly payment 
" fhould be made called Danegeld^ that is, twelve pence upon every 
<* hide of land in the nation, for the fubiiflance of thofe who were 
<< to hinder the irruptions of the Danes and other pirates \ which tax 
" continued for about thirty eight years, till it was remitted by 
« Edward the ConfefTor. So that there was two forts of Danegeld 5 
«* the former thofe five occafional fums formerly recited ; the latter 
«< that continued tax laft mentioned. But both forts alike contributed 
" to the ends for which they were paid." 

The Saxon law alluded to by Mr. Echard, is the law De Dane- 
geldo, mentioned page 15. to be interpolated in the time of Hen. IL 
among thofe afcribed to Edward the Confeflbr. 

Sc<a. 5. p. 8. Among the Anglo-Saxon laws of Ethelred, pub- 
Uihed by Lambard in his Archaionomia, there is a treaty fuppofed to 

^ve 
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have been made by Ethelrcd with the Danifh army commanded by 
Anlaf, Juftin, and Guthmund, the three Danifh generals who in- 
vaded England, A**. 991. The tribute of 22,000!. agreed to be 
paid to the Danes by this treaty is not reconcileable to what paffed at 
that period. 

But if the treaty, printed by Mr. Lambard, be coniidered not as 
that made in 991. but as a renewal in 10 12, of what Ethelred pof- 
fibly promifed in 991. but had not performed before 1012. it will 
account for the different commencements our hiflorians give to the 
tax in queflion. 

Several expreffions in the treaty feem to countenance this opinion. 

" Foedus, quod olim Ethelredus rex cum exercttu Anlavi, JufHni, 
" et Guthmundi Stegeti filii ex fapientum fuorum confilio feriit. 

*^ I. Imprimis, mundanae ^zds foedus Ethelredo regi ac omni 
" populo cum exercitu illo, cui pecuniam rex erogavit, flabile ratum- 
" que efto, adformulam paSlionis a Sigericio archiepifcopo, Aethel- 
" vardo, et Aelfrico, fenatoribus fadtae, cum primo impetrarunt a regc 
" ut //// terrae portiunculae, quam fub cogubernabanty pacem eis pretio 
" conciliare liceret. Siquis igitur poflhac navalis apparatus in Angliam 
** praedam fecerity hie nobis auxilium ferat exercituSy nofque ei 
<< (quamdiu in fide manferit) quae ad commeatum fuppeditent para- 
" bimus omnia : atque ficum iis qui in Anglia fuerint praedati pacem 
** fecerit, extera natio aliqua nobis atque exercitui cum ea inimicitiae 
« intercedunto." 

« 8. . Datis quidem exercitui auri et argenti viginti duobus 

". nullibus pondo, pacem Angli impetrarunt." 

The reference to the formula of the peace made by the archbifhop, 
Aethelwald, and Aelfric [which was concluded A*". 991.] feems to- 
imply that this treaty was vctsAc fubfequent to that time. ■ The firfl: 
article begins with a rene^wnl of peace between the Danes and the 

Englifh. It fpeaks of the tranfadlion [which happened in 991.] 

as a thing paffed, the terms of which, Ethelred efleemed fo very 
difhonouiable, that he recites it not as a treaty he had entered into 

bimfelf^ 
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himfelf^ but as a licence granted by him to the archbi/hop and the 
odicr two lords, to make peace with the Danes for protedling their 

own particular ejlates. " Ad formulam padlionis a Sigericio 

" archiepifcopo, Aethelwardo et Aelfrico fad:a, cum primo impe- 
*' trarunt a rege, ut //// terrae portiunculae, quam fub eo guberna- 
" bant, pacem eis pretio conciliare liceret!' 

Ethelred, by the words of this part of the treaty, intended pro- 
bably to have it underftood, that Siricus and his coUegues made the 
treaty of 991. except as to what concerned their own particular 
eftates, without his authority : The next expreflion, — — << quamdiu 

" in fide manferit," appears to allude to the Danes breach of 

treaties fubfequent to the year 991. 

The Latin tranflations of this treaty, in Brompton and Wilkins, 
differ materially in feveral particulars from each other, and from that 
publifhed by Lambard. By comparing tliem together, and with the 
Saxon original, the Society will determine whether my conje(Slures 
arc well founded or not. 

Djj- j-yn& '6z pjiij) mal. ^ "Sa poppojib ^e Mj^eljicb Eynj. 
•3 ealle hxy piran pi^ 'Cone hejic j^et>on habbaj). ^e Anlaj:. ^ 
Juj-rin. ^ EuJ)mun& Srejeran jninu mito paejicn:- 

I . Dasr xpoyt. ^ popute j:pi^ f tan&e berpeoxeiEJcIpebcEy nm j. 
•J eallum hij- leobj-cipe. ^ eallum 'Sasm hepe 'Se fc Eyn j ^ jceoh 
f calt)e. xp:cp, ^xm jropmalaa ^eSi^jejiicApcebij-cop./j iEJ?elpeajit> 
Gal&ojiman. ^ iEljrpic Galbojiman pojihron. ^a hi abaet)on xv ]}xm 
Eyn^e 'f hy mop:on 'Sam laeppan pjiyj) ;5ebicjcan. 'Se hi anbep 
Eyn^ej- han& ojreji haejcbon:- ^ ^ijraeni^yciphejie on Gnjlalantje 
heji;5ie. "f pe haebban beopa ealjia piirum. ^ pe him j^culon mere 
pnban. ^ahpile ^e hy mib uy beo]):* Ant> aelc ^aepa lanba ^e 
a:ni^ne fpij^i^e ^xjiz^t Gnjlalanb hep;5ie. beo hit urlah pij? uj-. 
^ pij) ealne hcpe:' 

8. Tpa ^ rpenrij "Stij-enb punt>a ^jolbef . •} j-eolj:pef. 

mon ^cj-ealbe "Saem hepe ojc ^n;5lalanbe pi^ FP^]^^** Wilkins, 
p. 104, 105. 

4 Brompton's 



c< 



CC 



ADDENDA. 31 

Brampton's tranflation. ^^ Haec funt verba pacis et praelocutiones, 
<« quas Ethelredus rex et omnes fapientes ejus cum exercitu firmave- 
'^ runt, qui cum Analavo, et Juftino, et Gudaermundo Stegiani fillo 
" venit 

I . Hoc imprimis, ut pax mundi ftet inter Ethelredum regem et 
omnem populum ejus, et onmem exercitum cui rex pecuniam fuam 
*^ dedit, poft elocutiones quas Sigericus Archiepifcopus et Ethelredus 
" Aldermannus, et Ealfiicus Aldermannus fecerunt, poftquam im- 
petraverunta rege quod poflent illis portiunculae pacem emere quam 
fub manu regis femper habebant. Si navalis exercitus Angliam 
" infeftet, ut habeamus eorum omne auxilium, et miniftrabimus eis 
" vidum quamdiu nobifcum erunt. Et omnis terra quae aliquem 
^ eorum manuteneat qui Angliam inquietant, fit exlex apud nos et 
" omnem exercitum." 

" 8. ■ Viginti millia librarum auri et argenti data fuerunt cx-- 
" ercitui de Atglia pro pace {a).'\ 

Dr. Wilkins's tranflation. " Hoc eft foedus et pactum, quod 
*^ Aethelredus rex et Sapientes cum exercitu illo fecerunt, qui cum 
" Anlavo et Juftino et Guthmundo Stegetani filio erant. 

*« I. Primum, ut mundana pay confiftat inter Aethelredum regem 
<* et onmem gus populum, et exercitum ilium omnem cui rex 
<* pecuniam dedit poft padliones quas Sigericus archiepifcopus et 
*^ Aethelweardus et Aelfricus fenatores fecerunt, cum impetrarent a 
" rege, ut poflent pacem emere illi parti terrae, quam fub regis im- 
" perio gubernabant. Et fi quis navalis exercitus Angliam infefliaret, 
" ut habeamus eorum omnium auxilium, et nos ei debeamus alimenta 
" parare quamdiu nobiicum eft. Et quaelibet regio, quae pacem 
" aliquam feriat cum iis qui Angliam infeftant, fit exlex apud nos et 
" apud totum exercitum. 

" 8. XXII millia librarum auri et argenti data funt exercitui 

" jinglico pro pace {b)^ 



{a) Brompton, inter Decern Scriptores, vol. i. p. 899. 
{b) Wilkios Leges Angl. Saxon, p. 104. 

Each 
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Each of thefe three tranflations appear to be inoorced in many 
particulars. 

Sed. 9. and 10. p. 14. Peter Langtoft, A*. 1013. p. 44. thus 
deicribes the diflrefles occafioned by this tax. 

Boio corned duane eft affeyn foftfi Crfl!e'0 maUCon, 
\>t loitQ lefQ to talfaffe To my&elle on ifk a toun» 
jjat no(>er erle no tiaton of alle >ec gecitafire 
^YSU not lyue )>ec on, to gif )>ec tattage* 

And page 54. 

||)attieftnottt Hfti d^at^e }t lono in Mfk tteufoage, 
^at noij'et ede no fiatone ntygi^ lyue fat taUage* 

Peter Langtoft, in his Chronicle, p. ^y. fays, this tax was abolidied 
by Edward the ConfeiTbr, in confequence of a trea^ made between 
him and the king of Denmark. 

eft euane, >e Dane^f ityng, W lonti nOi unnetfonBe, 

9 eft unttue Ctiioatti duane fent a^eyn, 

f praieti Utn hitmx ^am ]>t pe0 foer cetteym 

eotDarti i)im ^tanteo. opon Mfk a totfe, 

>at neuer >e Dangfltie foe ne non of U&9 

dttRi tie c^alen^en foe man of Daned lono, 

t duane, ftyng of Danmarit, to ^at conant Um bono* 

>u0 foa0 }t pe0 geanteti toit^ fltcite onlioK fined, 

9 >e Daned gfme foc&yuen, j'at neuee eft bitftied^ 

Sedt. 13. p. 19. Reg. prioratus de Dunflaple, p. gy. A'. I220. 
« Eodem anno menfe Septembri pofitum eft Caruagium per totum 
" regnum ad opus domini regis. A quo archiepifcopi et epifcopi, et 
" omnes clerici, et omnes viri religiofi et eorum ru/lici quieti fuerunt. 
« Verumtamen epifcopi per fuas diocefes coUegerunt auxilium ad 
" opus domini regis ab abbatibus et prioribus, per liberam voluntatem 
" eorum : et tunc domus de Dunftaple fblvit tres marcas." 

Eodem anno [1224.] p. 145. " Rex obfcdit Bedfbrdiam, in cujus 
X auxilium venit Cantuarienfis archi^ifcopus cum epifcopis et abbati- 

" bus 
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'* bus fafTraganeis : et iniuper conceflerunt ei camagium, icilicet 
" Smidiam marcam de finguUs carucis dominicts, et duos folidos de 
" singulis carucis tenendum fuorum ; et duos operarios de linguUs 
'* hydis ad machmas exercendas. Sed, ne hoc traheretur alias in 
" fervitutem, domlnus rex fecit eis cartas de futuri temporis immu- 
" nitate." Vide Rot. Pat. 8 Hen. III. Auxilium regi concefliim per 
clerum Axiglie contra Fulk de Breaunt inimicum fuum, qui Caflrum 
de Bedford contra regem muniri fecit, ot. 3. 
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ERRATA and ADDENDA. 

T) A G E I. the laft line but 3- dele Gale, and infert JIgarJ. 

1. Mr. Arthur Agard, from an entry in the book of Dunftaple(^^), 
fuppofes the number of hides to be much lefs, than what Mr. Tate, 
Sir Henry Spelman, and Mr. Camden mention. The numbers in 
the book of Dunftaple are not to be relied upon. To mention 
one only of many reafbns that occur in fupport of that opinion, 
they ftate the number of hides in the whole divifion of Danelaga, 
which comprehends eighteen of the 32 fhires,^ to be only 3200, 
which muft be greatly too low. The author, however, thought it 
unneceflary to enter further^ than he had done, into that fubjedt at 
prefenti as from the perufal of the Domefday record, the exad: 
number of hides may with precifion be afcertained. 

2. An additional evidence that the ^r/l payments to the Danes 
were only occaJionaU and not annual^ or railed by the annual land- 
tax properly called Danegeld on the fubjed, may be coUedled from 
a charter of Ethelred to the abbey of St. Alban*s, dated A*. 1006. 
printed in the additions to Matth. Paris, p. 242. which mentions 
that Ethelred borrowed 200 1. of abbot Leofric, on a mortgage of 
lands towards railing money to pay the Danes [" Quando illud grave 
" vedligal Danis exlblvebamus."] Ingulphus, p. 55. and other 
writers have paflages of the like tendency. 

3 . Mr. Prynn, and Mr. Lambard, have adopted the miflake, that 
thefe firft payments vrtv^Jiated and annual. 

Mr. Prynn, in his Vindication, Vol. i. p. 292. lays, " Ethelred 
^' purchafed his peace with the Danes, by an annual tribute of 
" Danegeld, augmented by degrees, from 10,000 to 48,000 1. a^ 
" yeavy and that by the ill counfel of Siricus.*' 

{a) Hcarnc's Colkaion of Curious Difcourfcs,, p. 72. and Append. Regift. 
Honoris dc Richmond, p. 9. 

F It 
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It appears from Steph. Birchington's lift of the archbifhops of 
Canterbury, publi/hed in Wharton, Anglia Sacra, Vol. i. p, 4. that 
Siricus, from this tranfadlion, obtained the fumame oiDanegeld. 

Mr. Lambard, in his Perambulation of Kent, p. 1 3 5. varies in 
the account, but as to this point is as much miftaken as Mr. Prynn. 
He fays, " Ethelred charged his people with importable tributes ; 
" that he firft gave the Danes, at five feveral payes, 1 13,000 1. and 
" afterwards promifed them 48,000 1. yearly!" And p. 43 1 . he fays, 
." The Danes received, befides daily vidtual, 48,000!. in ready coin, 
"of the fubjedls of this realm, while their king Swein lived j and 
** 21,000 1. after his death, under his fon Canutus." 

4. Leland, in his CoUedanea, Vol. i. hath two paflages which 

have conduced to propagate this miftake, p. 260. « Siricus 

" archiepifcopiis Cantuar. qui Dunflano fucccffit, autor fuit ut ve<ftigal 
^^ annuum decem mil. librarum Danis penderetur." 

P. II. — — " Tributum, quod Angli Danis annuatim dabant, 
" auiflum ad feptuaginta duo millia librarum, et eo amplius, per 
" annum (^), et fine hoc quod de Londonia dabatur, undecim millia 
** librarum. Tuncqui habuerunt ad tantum tributum Iblvendum, da- 
" bant. Qui non habuerunt, terras et poflefliones et alias resirrecupe- 
" rabiliter perdiderunt. Unde fadum eft ut Ecclefia de Burch, ct 
" aliae multae, multa perdiderint." 

Page 29. of the Addenda, dele Ae word Anlaf^ and the word 
three. 

5. The title of the treaty, mentioned in the Addenda, p. 29. 
appears to be miftaken, and affords a further objedKon againft the 
treaty itfelf The army of Danes that made the dcfcent in 991. 
when this treaty is fuppofed to be concluded, by the advice of 
Siricus, Ethelward, and Alfric, was commanded by JufHn and 
Guthmund, two Danifh generals; and not by Anlaf^ who was king 
of Norway. Anlaf's defcent was not till A**. 993. and 994. as the 

{h) ViJe Hugonis Candidi Coenobii Burgenfis Hiftoria, p. 41* from whence 
JL<;Iand tranfcribcd this paffage. 

I Saxon 
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Saxon Chronicle, and all our hiftorians agree. This fadt is not 
reconcileable with the treaty, which is fuppofed* to be made with 
an army commanded jointly by Anlaf, Juftin, and Guthmund. 

6. The Saxon Chronicle is miftaken with refpedl to this period 
^« A**. 991. p- 126. (without naming Juftin or Guthmund, or faying 
** who commanded the Danifli army) hoc anno devaftabatur Gip- 
" piwic, et brevi poftea fuit Brihtnodius dux interfedtus apud Mael- 
" dune." — — A®. 993. p. 127. " Hoc anno venit Unlafus cum xciii 

" navibus ad Stane inde ad Maeldune, ubi adverfum eos venit 

^* Byrthnothus dux cum fuis copiis, cumque iis depugnabat ; verum 
** ducem iftum ibi interfecerunt, et loco ftragis dominati funt, 
** paxque cum iis fa<fta eft, ac eum poftea rex in confecratione 
« fufcepit, etc." 

It is not pretended that there were two batdes fought at Maet-- 
dune, one in 991. the other in 993. or that the Brihtnothus men- 
tioned A^. 991. and the Byrthnothus mentioned A"^. 993. are not 
the fame peribn. It appears, therefore, difficult to account how a 
perfon killed in 991. could fight and be killed again in 993. 

i). Alured of Beverley, in his Annals, defcribes the unhappy 
fituation England was in during the reign of king Ethelred in the 
following words : 

Quo regnante [Agelredo] tocius Angliae ftatus quam variabilis 

tam miferabilis extitit. Siquidem Dani, Norwegenfes, atque aliae 

exterae naciones, qui k tempore gloriofi regis Adelftani, ufque ad 

tempus iftius Agelredi per annos circiter l. ab Anglia abftinuerant, 

regnante eo reverfi, totam fere Angliam in defolacionem adduxerunt. 

" Adverfus quos quociens rex Agelredus dimicaturus erat, tociens 

^« Angli aut ducum fuorum, qui ex paterno genere Dani erant, dolis 

" circumventi, aut aliquo infortunio impediti, hoftibus vidtoriam 

" dederunt. Unde rex Agelredus quos ferro nequibat, eos argento 

«« repellere temptavit. Confilio enim Sirici Doroborenfis archiepifcopi, 

" et ducum Angliae, ut a rapinis, cremacionibus, et hominum caedibus 

«* abftinerent, rex Agelredus cum Danis tributa reddendo foei^ra f>ads 

** iniit. Sed ipfi Danica perfidia pejora prioribus addentes, condictones 

" pads 
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" pads fcmp^r praevaricati funt. Primo tributum x miUiuni libfanim 
" perfolutuin eft. Secundo xvi milliutn libranim. in. xxiiiimil- 
" lium libranim. iiii. xxxvi milUum libranim. quintoxLviii mil- 
"Hum librarum. Summa centum xxxiiri milHum librarum. Et 
" cum tanta pecunia eflet perfoluta, Dani aliquantilper quiefcentes 
" ftimulantc avaricia nirfus ad rcgni vaftacionem reverfi funt Jam 
*' v&co per omnes provincias agris vaftatis, villis praedatis, civitatibue 
" crematis, ecclcfiis rpoliatis, clericomm et moaachonim aliis ferro 
" jugulatis, aliis flammis confumptis, aliis de muris praecipitatis, aliis 
" fufpenfis, matronis cruribus per piateas diftraftis, et demum ignibus 
" inje^ parvulis^ matnim uberibus avullls, aut lanceis cxccpds, aut 
" fuperafto carro minutatim contritis, Sando eciam Alfego archiepif- 
" copo martirizato, et monachis fuis cum populo decimatim occifis, 
■* quonim fumma fiiit iiii monachi{c) et oiftingenti viri, ad ultimum 
*' tota fere Anglia praeter Lundonias, ubi rex Agelredus morabatur, 
*' Danorum regi Suano manus dedit. Ipfi vero Lundonicnfes obfides 
" illi mittentes pacem cum eo fecerunt. Quod cemens rex Ageldrcdus 
" reginam Emmam, filiam ducis Normannorum Ricardi primi, ad 
" fratrem fuum fecundum Ricardum comitem Normannorum miiii^ 
" ctcumeafiliosfuos Edwardum et Alueredumcum magiftroillomm 
'* Lundonienii epifcopo Alwino, et Elifio abbate de Burch mifit. 
'( Ipfe eciam eo& fecutus Nonnanntam advebitur." Aluredi Beverla** 
cenfis Annal. lib. vtij. p. 1 14. 

(f) Lege Milk. 




